through Tolstoy (1950; 2nd ed., 1964) ; Modern Russian Literature: From Chekhov to the Present (1953) ; An Outline of Russian Literature (1958) ; Russian Theater from the Empire to the Soviets (1963) ; Soviet Russian Literature: Writers and Problems (1964, 1967) . He also edited Modern Italian Short Stories (1964) ; contributed numerous articles to American, Russian, and other periodicals; and, especially in the last years of his life, prepared material for Radio Liberty broadcasts.
Slonim will be best remembered as a literary critic of considerable acumen and understanding. One may regret that he did not write a companion volume to his Portraits of Soviet Writers about Russian emigre writers. Since he was himself part and parcel of emigre literature, it was surprising and unfortunate that in his Modern Russian Literature he said disproportionately little about it, spoke of it rather slightingly, and made several gross factual errors-something I could not help noting in reviewing the book (in Opyty).
Slonim was a man of many interests. He was widely read in several European literatures, a good writer (he also had the reputation of a good teacher and lecturer), and an interesting interlocutor. Partly because of certain political disagreements in his pre-American period, and partly for purely geographical reasons, we first met personally rather late in our lives. In 1963, we both took part in an international symposium on Soviet literature in the sixties, held under the auspices of the Munich Institute for the Study of the USSR, at Bad Wiessee, and found ourselves in full agreement on most of the issues. After the symposium we corresponded fairly regularly. In 1972, at his invitation, I stopped in Geneva on my way to Israel, to give a talk to the Cercle Russe, and enjoyed his and his wife's (Tatiana Vladimirovna) hospitality. I shall always cherish a pleasant memory of our personal contacts and our friendly correspondence. He seemed to bear me no grudge for my unfavorable review of one of his books.
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